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President's Message 
After a short VHCHA year we are only a few weeks from 
our 2021 AGM.  Details can be found within the 
newsletter.   

This year I plan to step to one side and hand the reins 
onto the next incoming President.  It has been a great 5 
years at the helm. I look forward to reminiscing my time 
with the Association in  my final President's Report 
which I will present at this AGM. 

For those who may not be able to attend , the report will 
be shared in the next newsletter.  

Wishing everyone a safe and happy Christmas. 

Allen 

Notice of AGM 
The VHCHA committee is pleased to invite you to our 
Annual General Meeting to be held near  Mansfield on 
20th November 2021.  

The details are as follows:  

Date: Saturday 20th November 2021  

Time: 2pm  

Location:           Nillahcootie Outdoor Centre (Auscamp)  

Dining Room or Surrounds  

3937 Midland Highway  

BARJARG VIC 3723  

Camping and Caravan sites are available on site should 
you wish to stay overnight. A camping fee will be 
collected by the site on the day. Some other 
accommodation options (cabin / bunkroom) may be 
available – contact Andrew Higgs for more information.  

If you are planning to attend (or nominate for committee) 
we would appreciate that you RSVP by email to 
secretary@hutsvictoria.org.au confirming your intentions 
and return proxy and nomination forms by email at least 
48 hours prior to the meeting.  

Attendees to the meeting will need to adhere to standard 
Covid Safe Protocols including record keeping enabling 
contact tracing and proof of vaccination (if required). 
People should not attend if they are exhibiting any 
symptoms of Coronavirus, have been to an exposure site 
and not been cleared or are under a close contact 
isolation order.  

For those elected to the 2022 committee, there shall be a 
committee meeting at 10am on Sunday 21st November 
2021 at the same location (or via zoom if required).  

Should the rules regarding in person meetings change 
significantly between now and the meeting, notice is 
hereby given that the AGM will be held online via Zoom 
on Saturday 20th at 2pm, with a committee meeting 
following later in the same afternoon. 

Apologies From The Editor 
Covid has affected many people in different ways and I'm 
no different. This year has been a challenge and a 
struggle and I'm afraid that our quarterly newsletters have 
been a casualty.  

This is the first newsletter produced since January. it has 
been put together in a hurry to allow for AGM 
information. 

I look forward to being back on deck and reporting on 
huts works as our HMOs get back in the field after the 
extended lockdowns. There is some exciting reports 
coming in the next edition.  

Sue Paterson  

mailto:secretary@hutsvictoria.org.au
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VICTORIAN HIGH COUNTRY HUTS ASSOCIATION INC
Meeting: Annual General Meeting

Location: Nillahcootie Outdoor Centre 3937 Midland Hwy Barjarg 3722 
(In/around dining hall)

If coronavirus precludes us from attending the physical meeting their will be a zoom meeting at the same time as 
follows:

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82653613127?pwd=UTB6TzJWdVJCcnphSWlQTHRLNzVRUT09

Meeting ID: 826 5361 3127 
Passcode: 751754

Meeting ID: 826 5361 3127 
Passcode: 751754 

Date: Saturday 20th November 2021 at 2.00 pm
AGENDA

1. Welcome to everyone present (President)
2. Acknowledgement of the traditional owners of the region the Kulin Nation and Taungurung People
“We acknowledge the traditional owners of the region the Kulin Nation and Taungurung People and pay respect to 
their tribal elders, we celebrate their continuing culture and we acknowledge the memory of their ancestors.”
(President)
3. Apologies (Secretary)
4. Proxies (Secretary)
5. Acceptance of Annual General Meeting Minutes 2020 (Secretary)
6. Business arising from 2020 AGM (Secretary)
7. Correspondence

Acceptance of correspondence in and out (Secretary)
8. Treasurer’s Report (Treasurer)
9. Committee & Other Reports

1. President (Allen Skilton)
2. Vic President (Shannon Peters)
3. Secretary (Tim Davies)
4. Treasurer (Andrew Higgs)
5. Membership (Janet Skilton)
6. Huts Maintenance Co-ordinator (Wayne Peterken)
7. Merchandising/calendars (Sue Peterken)
8. Facebook/social media (Wayne Peterken)
9. Website/Google Drive (Andrew Higgs)

Acceptance of Committee and Other Reports: (Various)
10. Parks Victoria Report
11. DELWP Report
12. Any other report from caretaker groups and attendees
13. Membership Fees

That the Membership fees for the 2022/2023 Financial year be fixed as follows:
Individuals $40
Corporate (less than 150 members) $70
Corporate (more than 150 members) $100
Associate Membership (under age 18) $0

14. Other Business of which notice has been given (President)

15. Election of Office Holders and Committee for forthcoming 12 months (President)

16. Meeting Closure

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82653613127?pwd=UTB6TzJWdVJCcnphSWlQTHRLNzVRUT09
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Location of AGM 
Nillahcootie Outdoor Centre is situated on the east (lake) 
side of the Midland Highway between Benalla and  

Mansfield. 

It is approximately 15.5km south of the Swanpool Store 
and 9km north of the Barjarg Fire Station (intersection of  

the Midland Link Rd and the Midland Highway). 

Map of Campsite and Dining Room
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VICTORIAN HIGH COUNTRY HUTS ASSOCIATION INC. 

Registered Number A0043804Y 

ELECTED OFFICER NOMINATION FORM 

Position for Nomination (tick appropriate box):  

President ☐ Vice President ☐ Secretary ☐ Treasurer ☐ Membership Secretary ☐ 

Huts Maintenance Coordinator ☐ Ordinary Committee Member ☐ 

Only ONE nomination permitted per form, so copy page as required.  

NAME OF CANDIDATE NOMINATED:   _________________________________ 

SIGNATURE OF CANDIDATE:    _________________________________ 

      DATE:   / /  

NAME OF PROPOSER:     ___________________________________ 

SIGNATURE OF PROPOSER:    ___________________________________ 

      DATE:   / / 

Nominations will be accepted from members present at the AGM (Rule 51(1)). You can also email  

this signed form to secretary@hutsvictoria.org.au or mail it to him with sufficient time for the postal  

system to deliver it. Nominations from those not present at the AGM must reach the association at  

least 24 hours prior to the meeting. 

Extracts from VHCHA Rules: 

(1) Rule 49. A member is eligible to be elected or appointed as a committee member if the member is (a) over  

18 years old (b) is entitled to vote at a general meeting (c) is an HMO or representative of any corporate  

member 

(2) Rule 51 (2). An eligible member of the Association may (a) nominate himself or herself; or (b) with the  

member's consent, be nominated by another member. This form, when completed, forms a written 
nomination  

and consent of the candidate prior to the commencement of the annual general meeting; and further  

nominations may be received at the annual general meeting.  

(3) Rule 51 (3) A member who is nominated for a position and fails to be elected to that position may be  

nominated for any other position for which an election is yet to be held.  

(4) Rule 52 (2) If only one member is nominated for the position, the Chairperson of the meeting must declare  

the member elected to the position. 

(5) Rule 52 (3) If more than one member is nominated, a ballot must be held in accordance with rule 54.

mailto:secretary@hutsvictoria.org.au
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Spargo's Hut - The Backstory  
Walking the Alpine Walking track in April, East from Mt 
Loch, takes you through a terrain of heathlands and 
tussock grasses. They grow tenaciously and low on a 
poor bed of basalt stones and thin topsoil. The remnants 
of Summer wildflowers cling on, yellow and white 
daisies now dried and waiting for the Winter snows. The 
resilience of the flora is an inspiration and a caution to 
those that find themselves here. To thrive above the 
snowline like the alpine heaths and grasslands means 
you need to adapt to an environment that can be as 
punishing as it is beautiful. Winds here combine with the 
high altitude to create temperatures that are only relieved 
for the foliage when the snow blankets the slopes, a 
respite from the ever descending cold. 

The walking path, now grown deep into the clay loam 
underneath, cuts through the plants like a thin and 
rambling scar. It takes the traveller down the broad slope, 
descending towards Swindler’s spur and the Cobungra 
river. Europeans have been exploring and exploiting this 
landscape for 160 years, the indigenous Gunai-Kurnai 
and Taungurung people have traversed the slopes, spurs 
and peaks for millenia before that.  Every named feature 
has a story and a heritage, although much of it is largely 
unknown to today’s walkers. Those that do know some of 
the stories know that the early European pilgrims here 
had to be as hardened and as enduring as the plants they 
walked amongst. 

The Spargo brothers, Bill and Cecil, were of that mould. 
Bill was 6'1"tall, taciturn by nature, lean & fit with a long 
loping gait. In the early 1920 's he worked as a road 
builder, hostel keeper and Government overseer at what 
became Hotham Heights, beneath the peak once known 
as Baldy. His paid employment was truly a means to an 
end. The promise of a rich reef of gold in the alluvial 
clays found under the basalt caps of Mt Hotham & Mt 
Higginbottom was what really propelled him to the Alps. 
The stories of the early miners of the Dargo and Brandy 
Creek had shown him the possibilities, his formative 
years mining at Sunnyside near Mt Wills had given him 
the skills. He would scour the highest parts of the Alps 
for years, staking claims and driving down into the 
alluvial cIays, refusing to relent until he found fortune. 

Cecil was a skilled carpenter, his fathers trade. Where Bill 
was a dreamer, Cecil was a doer, more grounded than his 
brother with a family to support. With his wife Nellie and 
3 year old son, Len, he was drawn to live and work at 
Hotham, a necessary lieutenant for Bill's dogged 
schemes of gold discovery. Cecil and Nellie were the 
backbone of the Hotham Chalet, helping Bill turn it into 
something bigger than it was. Cecil extended the 
building, adding accommodation capacity and income 
for Bill. In the Summer time Bill and Cecil were off 
prospecting at any opportunity. 

No one knows how many times the Spargo's trekked the 
Loch spur, diverting before the descent to the Cobungra. 
They would have seen the small level snow plain under 
the Basalt outcrop above from the Southern side of 
Swindlers creek. The possibilities of that topography led 
them out there, to what became known as Golden Point. 

The promise of the geology there meant a hut was 
justified, a decision made no doubt after much 
consideration. Then, even more than now, moving 
materials for a build three miles out from the nearest 
road would be challenging. 

Len Spargo recounted to Ian Stapleton that they " hauled 
all the Iron on their backs". Cecil and Bill built the frame 
from round poles, they split logs for rafters and wall 
plates and "bit by bit they really equipped it well, carting 
all sorts of things out there in home-made 
wheelbarrows........ They channeled several small springs 
together and then through the hut, and there was a 
permanent pool of clear water in a pit that they dug in 
one corner." 

The "Cabin" took shape in 1928 and Bill was resident in 
it after the Victorian Railways took over the running of 
Hotham Heights Chalet in 1933. He was living there 
when he found the strike he'd sought through the hard 
years of isolation and meagre rations of the Great 
Depression. It was 1941 when he walked around a rock 
outcrop on a different path and saw the gold veined 
Quartz that became the Red Robin mine. His 
perseverance was rewarded, the yield was outstanding 
and Bill became a wealthy man, all through his own 
sweat, toil and single-mindedness. He continued to live 
extraordinarily frugally and his spartan existence above 
the snowline continued. In 1953, worn down by his 
years of graft and diminishing returns, he retired to 
Queensland, as far from the "white mud" of the Winter 
Snows as he could imagine. 

The hut passed on to the Maddison family of 
Porepunkah. They may have been responsible for some 
changes, the building and some images of the time show 
the current chimney is not an original design and the 
South wall is clearly patched from what was probably the 
original stove location. Mostly though, the pole frame, 
the skillion posts, the split plates & rafters and the 
corrugated Iron cladding that remain are all the work of 
Cecil and Bill. They had built a Hut that has lasted 93 
years of snowfalls, droughts, fires and storms. 

When we reflect on the hardships these iron men and 
women experienced, scraping out a living in conditions 
that were harsh even for the times, chasing a dream of 
riches that few would see, our own lives can seem so 
very languid and feeble.  

The enigma of Bill Spargo is that even when the Red 
Robin mine delivered the wealth that would lift him from 
the austerity of life on Golden Point, he continued to live 
and work amongst the Snowgums and basalt stone of Mt 
Loch. His last years of life on Stradbroke Island found 
him living in a humpy built under a tank stand, outside 
one of the two houses he owned there. His sense of self 
was founded deeply on the willpower he required to 
survive and ultimately succeed. 

Article: Lachie Gales. 

In the next newsletter we will have the report on the 
restoration work completed on Spargo's Hut earlier in 
2021 by Lachie and his team.  
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Order Your 2022 Calendars Now - Delivery Before Christmas 
Every year our calendar is produced to a very high standard. Photos are contributed by members of iconic and lesser known 
huts. Different seasons, different views.  

We have a special coupon code – membercal22 – which will give members a $4.50 discount off the regular price of 
$19.50.  Order one for yourself and add a couple of extras for Christmas gifts.  

We also have beautiful books worthy of sitting on any coffee table, stubby holders, caps, badges and stickers. 

All merchandise helps support the work we do preserving and rebuilding our fabulous huts.  

Area 8 Has a New HMO 
We welcome our new Hut Maintenance Officer Mick 
Ryan as our newest HMO for the designated Area 8, 
Barry Mountains, which incorporates the following huts. 

Cobbler Lake, Evans Creek , Guys Mt Sarah ( burnt ), 
King River, Riley Creek, Top Crossing. 

Welcome Mick, and thank you for taking on this 
important role in caring for huts. 

Calendar - rear view
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FOLLOW US ON 
FACEBOOK

https://www.facebook.com/hutsvic

Welcome New Members 
It is always a joy to welcome new members to our 
Association.  We hope you enjoy your involvement in 
whichever form that may take, from getting down and dirty 
on a work party, or reading our newsletters and knowing 
that your membership fee goes towards preserving a part of 
our Alpine Heritage. 

We extend a heartfelt welcome to: 

Bernard McCarthy   

Stephen Gaunt 

Andrew Nicholl    

Dominqique Giraud 

Shane Cheney    

David Collins 

Colin Christy    

Simon Kerley 

Justin Rhodes    

John Kingsford 

Darren Vick    

Mick Ryan 

David Williams    

Steve McNaughton 

Peter Di Mauro    

Matt Wilkinson 

Trish Longo    

Ross Drayton 

Ken McDonald    

Steve Ellis 

James Santo    

Steve Llewellyn 

Harrison Blair 

Joseph Bandiera 

Brett Williams 

Ben Willick 

Everest 4WD Club of Victoria Chris Nugent 

Donations Make a Difference! 
Thank you to everyone who has taken the time to send us a 
donation.  We have had many donations come through in 
recent months and they all contribute to the work we do to 
maintain and restore our wonderful huts.  

We gratefully acknowledge the following for their 
support: 
  
Ian Parsons 

Kevin Hall 

Peter McMahon 

Tim Davies 

Barb Brennan  

Peter Roper 

Mark Guess 

Lynette Wills 

Jerry Gregg 

David Allan 

Carolyn Roberton 

David Cain 

Sheryl Tedford 

Kellie Doering 

Jordon McDonald 

Paul Gaynor 

Forte Stambanis 

Robert Halley – Frame 

Roger Tart 

Paul McKenzie 

Terry Torrison 

Nigel Swinn 

David Chalkley 

Kevin McDonald 

Geoff Cope 

Amy Gross 

https://www.facebook.com/hutsvic


                                                             E    C   H    O             F   R    O    M              T    H    E             M    O    U     N     T    A    I     N     S                                                                                 

     Echo from the Mountains    November 2021                                                                                                                                                                       Page      !8

Huts Maintenance Coordinator 
Wayne Peterken 

hmc@hutsvictoria.org.au

Area Huts Maintenance Officer

1 East Gippsland hmo1@hutsvictoria.com 
Shannon Peters

2 Dargo hmo2@hutsvictoria.org.au 
Shannon Peters

3 Licola hmo3@hutsvictoria.org.au 
Chris Millgate

4 Baw Baw hmo4@hutsvictoria.org.au 
Alan Sellars

5 Marysville hmo5@hutsvictoria.org.au 
Mark Purves

6 Buller hmo6@hutsvictoria.org.au 
Keith Leydon

7 Howqua hmo7@hutsvictoria.org.au 
Keith Leydon

8 Barry Mountains hmo8@hutsvictoria.org.au 
Mick Ryan

9 Hotham hmo9@hutsvictoria.org.au 
Lachie Gales

10 Bogong hmo10@hutsvictoria.org.au 
Bill Lowen

11 Dartmouth hmo11@hutsvictoria.org.au 
Gordon Pirie

12 Davies Plain hmo12@hutsvictoria.org.au 
Richard Hubbard 

Area names are general geographic names only and do 
not reflect the extent or number of huts in each area. 

    

Existing Hut Maintenance Areas  remain unchanged, 
however your committee has reviewed and re-defined 

all areas so that there is now a more even distribution of 
huts within each area. 

Changes to areas have been minor, however it may take 
some time for our hut maintenance officers to become 
familiar with changes. During the next few months we 

ask that all enquiries be directed firstly to our Hut 
Maintenance Coordinator at hmc@hutsvictoria.org.au, 

Wayne will respond or redirect enquiries  to the 
appropriate area on your behalf.  

Contacting us 
Visit our WEB site: WWW.hutsvictoria.org.au 
Post: PO Box 784 Mansfield 3724 

Secretary: Tim Davies 

Email: secretary@hutsvictoria.org.au 

President: Allen Skilton 

Email president@hutsvictoria.org.au 

Phone: 0428 681 816 

Vice President: Shannon Peters 

Email: vp@hutsvictoria.org.au 

Treasurer: Andrew Higgs 

Email: treasurer@hutsvicrtoria.org.au 

Membership Secretary: Janet Skilton 

Email: membership@hutsvictoria.org.au 

Hut Maintenance Coordinator: Wayne Peterken 

Email: HMC@hutsvictoria.org.au  

Newsletter Editor: Sue Paterson 

Phone: 0412 820 120 

Email editor@hutsvictoria.org.au 

HMO Contact List

Newsletter Contributions: 

It’s always exciting to receive a member contribution. 
Do you have a favourite hut story to share?  
Please send stories preferably by email. When sending 
photographs please don't include them in the text 
document but attach them as a separate .jpg or .pdf 
file, to  editor@hutsvictoria.org.au. 

DONATIONS 
We appreciate that there is a great deal of 

financial stress in the community right now. 
If you are able, and wish to, you can make a 
donation or purchase via our online store. 

We will need as much as possible in the kitty 
for rebuilding our lost huts.   

The website is 
https://www.hutsvictoria,org.au/shop

 (to make a donation just select multiples of $5 
to make the total you wish to donate).
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