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From The President 
Spring 2018 

On behalf of the VHCHA committee, I can announce some 
changes within the Victorian High Country Huts Association. 

Firstly, I would like to extend a warm welcome to Mark 
Purves.  Mark has taken on the challenge of looking after 
Area 5 Marysville as the new HMO.  Mark comes from a 
corporate background in Melbourne but has a strong 
connection to the area through family. 

We have been without an HMC since the last AGM.  This 
left us with a big gap in the organisation and was what 
prompted us to start the role review process.  Over the last 6 
months the committee has been working on identifying the 
tasks within the role of the HMC (Huts Maintenance Co-
ordinator).  After reviewing the role, it became clear that the 
HMC responsibilities had become difficult for only one 
person. 

 
After many reviews we have decided to adopt new roles of a 
Data Base Officer and Assets Officer.  These are non-
committee positions designed to support the activities of the 
HMC, leaving the HMC to support our HMO’s, working with 
them in developing stronger relationships with land 
managers, and community that surrounds all our huts. 

We are very lucky to have our committee member Ross 
Daws who has put his hand up to fill the needs of the Data 
Base Officer.  Ross’s background lends nicely to this 
challenge, we are looking forward to seeing results 
produced by him. 

As OH&S continues to extend deep into volunteering 
activities, our ever-growing collection of tools and trailers 
requires ongoing maintenance with regular equipment 
inspections, tool replacements and repairs.  We identified 
the need for an Assets Officer who can focus on ensuring we 
have the right tool available for the right job.  Committee 
member Andy McGregor has kindly jumped at the chance to 
fill this role.  Andy comes from a construction industry 
background.  He will become an asset in this role. 

I’d like to thank Wayne Peterken for his nomination to fill the 
position of HMC, he has decided to return as HMC after 
working closely with the committee during this review.  As 

most will be aware, Wayne has been a long serving member, 
filling roles on the ground rebuilding and repairing huts in 
many locations, he has also work at the committee level as 
our secretary and HMC.  Wayne will continue in his role as 
HMO Area 3 as he works towards completing some very 
interesting projects. 

Finally, we invited members of the association to a coffee 
catch up, even though this was with short notice we 
managed 9 members to attend.  

Coffee was great, but the conversation was fantastic.   

We covered subjects from our past projects through to some 
upcoming work, we talked about the logistics of working in 
remote locations and the amount of work that goes into the 
simplest project.   

One of the most important topics is how we all got involved, 
with our own life member Ken Birch sitting beside me we 
were able to describe the paths we both took to do the work 
we have done. Thank you, Russ Daniel for suggesting and 
working with me on making this happen.  We are planning 
more Coffee Catch Up’s, we will send an email out a few 
weeks before with detail on when and where.  If you’re 
interested in hosting this type of event, please email the 
committee. 

Our membership is truly the back bone of the association, 
without the support and financial contribution the VHCHA 
would struggle to exist, I thank all those that contribute.   

“How do I get more involved?”, attend the AGM, meet our 
HMO’s meet the committee, make yourself known, become 
part of the community that supports our greater community 
in maintaining buildings that are a link with our past. 

Allen  
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Spring and Summer Projects  

All of our HMO’s and recently returned HMC 
Wayne Peterken are busy warming up for the 
opening of the high country in November and 
geAng projects planned, approved and resourced.   

If you wish to get involved with any of the on the 
ground works, please contact the relevant HMO 
directly via the email addresses on the back of the 
newsleFer and make yourself known.  

Most of the HMO’s will be planning something 
ranging from inspecGons and minor clean ups 
ahead of the fire season through to major projects 
so if you have a parGcular love for one part of the 
high country or one or two huts in parGcular, touch 
base with that parGcular HMO and make yourself 
known to them.   

Want to be more Involved?  

As you may have noGced this newsleFer is 
dominated by AGM material as this materials is 
required to be distributed to all members under 
the associaGon rules.  

At our upcoming AGM all commiFee posiGons 
are declared vacant, and whilst we are not 
currently aware of any of our current 
commiFee members who wont be standing 
again, there is always room for new faces on the 
commiFee or in important non-commiFee 
roles.   

Touch base with our President Allen Skilton to 
discuss any ideas you have for contribuGng to 
the associaGon or aFend the upcoming AGM 
and make yourself known to the commiFee or 
maintenance officers. 

Picture : VHCHA Members at the recent catch up in Wodonga.   



                                                             E    C   H    O             F   R    O    M              T    H    E             M    O    U     N     T    A    I     N     S                                                                                 

      Echo from the Mountains     September 2018                                                                                                                                                                         Page      !3

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The committee invites all members, huts maintenance officers, caretakers and other interested parties to 
our 2018 Annual General Meeting.

Date :   Saturday 17th November 2018
Time  : 2pm
Location :   Alexandra Town Hall

        Grant Street (Corner of Perkins Street)
        Alexandra   Victoria     3714

RSVP :   Whilst not necessary, it would be appreciated if you could please signal your intention to 
attend to our Secretary Tim Davies by email to secretary@hutsvictoria.org.au to allow us to have 
sufficient seating and other arrangements in place.  

1.   Welcome to everyone present: 
 Visitors, CommiFee Members and HMO’s 

2.  Acknowledgement of the tradiGonal owners of the  
 region the Kulin NaGon and the Taungurung  
 People 

3.  Apologies (Secretary) 

4.   Proxies  (Secretary) 

5.  Acceptance of Annual General MeeGng Minutes            
 2017   (Secretary) 

6.  Business arising from 2017 Minutes     (Secretary) 

7.  Correspondence 

8.   Treasurer’s Report 

9.   CommiFee & Other Reports 

• President (Allen Skilton) 

• Vice President (Stephen Renfree) 

• Secretary (Tim Davies) 

• Treasurer (Andrew Higgs) 

• Membership (Janet Skilton) 

• Huts Maintenance Co-ordinator  

(Wayne Peterken) 

• Huts Database Officer (Ross Daws) 

• Assets Officer (Andy McGregor) 

• Merchandising/calendars (Sue Peterken) 

• Facebook / Social media (Sharyn Chambers) 

• Website / Google Drive (Andrew Higgs) 

10.   Parks Victoria Report 

11.  DELWP Report 

12.  Any other report from caretaker groups and  
 aFendees 

13.  Membership Fees 

That the Membership fees for the 2018/2019 Financial 
year be fixed as follows: 

Individuals    $40 
Corporate (less than 150 members) $70 
Corporate (more than 150 members) $100 
Associate Membership (under age 18) $0 

(Treasurer) 

14.  Other Business of which noGce has been given 
(President) 

15.   ElecGon of Office Holders for forthcoming 12  
 months 

(President) 

16.  MeeGng closure 
(President)

AGM AGENDA

mailto:secretary@hutsvictoria.org.au
mailto:secretary@hutsvictoria.org.au
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2017 2018
INCOME $ $

Membership Fees 8,145 9,195
Donations 6,033 2,652
Merchandise Sales 2,429 1,330
Calendar Sales 11,855 10,083
Interest on Term Deposit 404 625
Project Funding 1,000
Total Income 29,866 23,885

EXPENDITURE
AGM Expenses 105 228
Calendar Expenses - including Postage 5,293 5,153
Committee Expenses - including Travel 291 138
Exhibition Expenses 283 160
Huts Maintenance Expenses 9,477 5,347
Incorporation Fees 56 235
Insurance 1,671 1,600
Merchant Fees 392 295
Merchandise Purchases 1,903 1,451
Newsletter Publication Expenses 631 821
Secretarial Expenses 665 543
Website Expenses 152 140
Total Expenses 20,919 16,111

Surplus in Funds for the Financial Year 8,947 7,774

2017 2018
ASSETS $ $

Bendigo Bank Operating Account 16,660 23,871
Bendigo Bank Term Deposit 8,246 8,428
Bendigo Bank Term Deposit # 2 21,441 21,884
Merchandise on Hand at Cost 1,330 1,792
Huts Maintenance Equipment at Cost 12,589 11,470
Total Assets 60,266 67,445

LIABILITIES Nil Nil

ASSOCIATION EQUITY 60,266 67,445

The Association held no Mortgages, Charges or Securities as at 30 June 2018.
The Association was not involved as a Trustee of any Trusts during the Financial Year.
No funds or assets of the Association were placed in any trust during the Financial Year.

as at 30 June 2018

Victorian High Country Huts Association Incorporated
Registered Association Number : A0043804Y

ABN: 90 874 369 153

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
For the Financial Year Ended 30 June 2018

BALANCE SHEET
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Our 2019 Calendar 
As we go to press we have just sent the 2019 calendar 
off to the printers.  This year’s theme is “HUTS WE’VE 
WORKED ON” and the calendar once again looks 
fantasGc! 
We had many wonderful photos submiFed and couldn’t 
use them all but we have tried to! 
You can purchase the calendar online at the following 
link or by emailing our treasurer Andrew Higgs at 
treasurer@hutsvictoria.org.au. 

hFps://hutsvictoria.org.au/product/2019calendar/ 
  
You can use the coupon code membercal19 in the online 
store to discount the calendars down to the members 
price of $12 ea delivered anywhere in Australia by 
standard post.   

If your photo was selected for the front cover you will 
shortly be hearing from us and receiving 2 free copies of 
the calendar. Twelve other “hero” photos were selected, 
one for each month, and the photographers of these will 
receive one free copy of the calendar.   

Thank you very much to all who submiFed photos, and 
thank you to Stephen Renfree who has again diligently 
compiled the calendar for the associaGon.  

Your Donations Hard at Work 
Donations from individuals and organisations make an 
enormous difference to our ability to work on huts. We are 
masters at recycling however there are always some 
materials that need to be procured and all donations go 
directly towards hut projects. 

We gratefully acknowledge the following for their support: 

John Morrow   Shez Tedford 

Leigh Clay   Barb Brennan 

Dale Grose   Colin South 

Kevin McDonald 

Roger Tart 

Welcome New Members 
It is always a joy to welcome new members to our 
Association.  We hope you enjoy your involvement in 
whichever form that may take, from getting down and dirty 
on a work party, or reading our newsletters and knowing 
that your membership fee goes towards preserving a part of 
our Alpine Heritage.   A hearty welcome to: 

Roger Cantieni 

Colin Weckert 

Leigh Clay 

Robert Scott 

  

    200 Huts 
   200 Adventures

Thank You!

The front cover of the 2019 calendar featuring a photo of Wallace’s 
hut taken by VHCHA member Jess Fleming.  

Badges and Stubby Holders 
You may have noticed if you happen to have visited our 
website to renew your membership lately that we have had 
a couple of changes in the online merchandise store of 
late. 

We have a new batch of badges, that this time are of the 
self sticking iron on variety (you can sew them on as well if 
you are able and willing!). 

We also have a new batch of stubby holders, this time in 
Blue and a new colour, Green!  Limited numbers of black 
are still available.   

Check it all out at https://hutsvictoria.org.au/shop/ or 
contact our merchandise officer Sue via email to 
sales@hutsvictoria.org.au  

https://hutsvictoria.org.au/shop/
mailto:sales@hutsvictoria.org.au
https://hutsvictoria.org.au/shop/
mailto:sales@hutsvictoria.org.au
mailto:treasurer@hutsvictoria.org.au
https://hutsvictoria.org.au/product/2019calendar/
mailto:treasurer@hutsvictoria.org.au
https://hutsvictoria.org.au/product/2019calendar/
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Huts Maintenance Coordinator 

hmc@hutsvictoria.org.au

Area Huts Maintenance Officer

1 East Gippsland hmo1@hutsvictoria.com

2 Dargo hmo2@hutsvictoria.org.au

3 Licola hmo3@hutsvictoria.org.au

4 Baw Baw hmo4@hutsvictoria.org.au

5 Marysville hmo5@hutsvictoria.org.au

6 Buller hmo6@hutsvictoria.org.au

7 Howqua hmo7@hutsvictoria.org.au 

8 Barry Mountains hmo8@hutsvictoria.org.au

9 Hotham hmo9@hutsvictoria.org.au

10 Bogong hmo10@hutsvictoria.org.au

11 Dartmouth hmo11@hutsvictoria.org.au

12 Davies Plain hmo12@hutsvictoria.org.au

Area names are general geographic names only and do 
not reflect the extent or number of huts in each area. 

    

Existing Hut Maintenance Areas  remain unchanged, 
however your committee has reviewed and re-defined 

all areas so that there is now a more even distribution of 
huts within each area. 

Changes to areas have been minor, however it may take 
some time for our hut maintenance officers to become 
familiar with changes. During the next few months we 

ask that all enquiries be directed firstly to our Hut 
Maintenance Coordinator at hmc@hutsvictoria.org.au, 

Wayne will respond or redirect enquiries  to the 
appropriate area on your behalf.  

Contacting us 
Visit our web site : www.hutsvictoria.org.au 

Post: PO Box 784 Mansfield 3724 

Secretary: Tim Davies 

Email: secretary@hutsvictoria.org.au 

President: Allen Skilton 

Email president@hutsvictoria.org.au 

Phone 0428 681 816 

Vice President: Stephen Renfree 

Email: vp@hutsvictoria.org.au 

Treasurer: Andrew Higgs 

Email: treasurer@hutsvicrtoria.org.au 

Membership Secretary Janet Skilton 

Email: membership@hutsvictoria.org.au 

Hut Maintenance Coordinator: Wayne Peterken 

Email: hmc@hutsvictoria.org.au  

Newsletter Editor: Sue Paterson 

Phone:0412 820 120 

Email editor@hutsvictoria.org.au 

Newsletter Contributions: 

Please send stories preferably by email as a ”Word 
document” (doc or docx). When sending photographs 
please don't include them in the text document but 
attached them as a separate .jpg or .pdf file, to        

editor@hutsvictoria.org.au. 

HMO Contact List
FACEBOOK FOLLOWING

If you’re on Facebook and not yet 
following us, you’re missing out! 

Or page is currently being enjoyed 
by over 40,000 people!

Recent posts have included many 
beautiful pictures of huts in snow 

(it is winter after all!) 
The albums continue to fill with 
photos old and new, contributed 

from far and wide. 
  https://www.facebook.com/

hutsvic

https://www.facebook.com/hutsvic
https://www.facebook.com/hutsvic
http://www.hutsvictoria.org.au
mailto:secretary@hutsvictoria.org.au
mailto:president@hutsvictoria.org.au
mailto:president@hutsvictoria.org.au
mailto:treasurer@hutsvicrtoria.org.au
mailto:secretary@hutsvictoria.org.au
mailto:hmc@hutsvictoria.org.au
mailto:editor@hutsvictoria.org.au
http://www.hutsvictoria.org.au
mailto:secretary@hutsvictoria.org.au
mailto:president@hutsvictoria.org.au
mailto:president@hutsvictoria.org.au
mailto:treasurer@hutsvicrtoria.org.au
mailto:secretary@hutsvictoria.org.au
mailto:hmc@hutsvictoria.org.au
mailto:editor@hutsvictoria.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/hutsvic
https://www.facebook.com/hutsvic

