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McMichael’s Hut Gets a New 
Chimney  
McMichael’s Hut is situated off Kellys Lane on Arbuckle 
plain.  The hut was rebuilt where it stands today around 
1972. (ref.Alpine Heritage survey) 

At a height of 1400 metres above sea level this area is 
subject to extreme weather conditions and therefore the 
gates to this hut and others are closed during the winter 
months. Because  of the fragility of this area and the peat 
soil Kellys lane is  closed earlier than the normal 
seasonal closures to protect the fragile landscape and this 
is determined jointly between Parks Victoria and Four 
Wheel Drive Victoria. 

The Geelong 4WD Club was approached by Wayne 
Peterken  from the VHCHA to see if our club would be 
interested in assisting Parks Victoria in rebuilding the 
chimney as it was in great need of attention to protect the 
hut going forward.  The club agreed. 

Plans were drawn up of the outside of the chimney and 
Wayne Foon from PV Heyfield obtained all the materials 
needed to reclad the outside chimney structure and the 
bricks and mortar need to repair the fire place. 

On the 18th May members of our Geelong 4WD Club 
met at the Thomastown Camp Ground which is just 
outside the closed gate. It is a great camping area with 
plenty of room. We set up camp and while we waited for 
Wayne Foon to arrive we went for a drive down to 
Moroka Hut and also gathered wood for our camp fires. 

On Saturday morning we headed up to the hut to begin 
our work. We were so lucky with the weather on 
Saturday. Blue sky and sunshine, perfect working 
condition. 

From The President 
Winter 2018 

A time to ponder what we have all achieved during 
summer and time to plan the next seasons’ projects.  My 
year has been busy, challenging and rewarding. So glad 
things slow at this time of year so one can catch a 
breath.   

My highlight from last season was the replacement of 
timber under Bindaree hut, a project where several 
individuals worked together to achieve an impressive 
amount of work in a short period of time.   

Our good friends from ‘The Friends of Wonnangatta’ 
invited the Association to participate with the event 
marking the centenary of the murders of Barclay and 
Bamford.  The weather was hot the valley dusty, so many 
friends from projects past reminiscing under the shade of 
our marquee. 

Looking forward to the coming season, many projects, 
many new stories to be made. 

Allen 
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McMichael’s Chimney Cont:  
Below is the work that was carried out on McMichael’s: 

1. Removed necessary existing galvanised iron 
cladding to expose the frame and brick work. 

2. The existing frame work was in good condition and 
we were able to reuse it. 

3. A 4mm plate and steel baffles were secured to the 
frame work and the chimney was reclad in 
corrugated iron. 

4. Holes in the existing brick work were repaired, and 
new bricks were laid on the inside of the existing 
brick work creating a double brick fire place. 

5. A steel lintel was secured to the front of the fire place 
to stop any logs from rolling out. New bricks were 
laid in front of the fire pace for added protection. 

6. The old mantle piece was replaced with a new piece 
of timber. 

We returned on Sunday ready to put the last of the 
corrugated iron on the outside and finish the fire place. 
However, the wind had picked up making it unsafe to be 
handling iron. It was decided that Wayne and his crew 
would return and finish the chimney when the weather 
permitted and the rangers had the time. 

The hut already looks great and will stand the test of time 
now for many years. 

This was a great experience for our Geelong 4WD Club 
to be involved in this project and we are proud to be 
assisting in projects like this one. 

On behalf of our Geelong 4WD Club thank you to 
Wayne Peterken from VHCHA, and Wayne Foon from 
Parks Heyfield for sourcing materials, supplying all the 
tools and transporting all the equipment needed to do 
the work . 

I would like to thank our Geelong 4x4 members for 
giving up their time to come up and help with this repair. 

Report and Photos: Shez Tedford  (Geelong 4x4 Club) 
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Where Did It Begin For You?  
We are all here because we share a common love of the 
Huts that are dotted around our Victorian High Country. 
Some of us have the privilege of visiting regularly, for 
some our favourite is a fabulous but distant memory.  

I’m interested in where it all started for you. Which was 
the first hut you visited?  Do you have a favourite?  

My introduction was the Howqua area huts on a riding 
trip with the late Jack Lovick. It was a ride from Merrijig 
to Howqua Hills and included a ride past Fry’s, Bindaree 
and Gardners Huts.  On later trips we spent many fun 
nights, some with only hazy memories, at Lovicks Hut. 
One trip included appearing in the background of the 
1988 Bicentennial New Years Day live TV segment on 
“Australia Live: Celebration of a Nation”.    

My favourite though, is Ritchies Hut. Our involvement in 
the rebuild over the summer of 2008/2009 gives it 
special meaning. Knowing that some of those slabs were 
trimmed by my own hand makes me very proud of my 
involvement with VHCHA since its beginning.  

Photo: Sue Paterson at Ritchies Hut 1989 

Our President, Allen Skilton…  “My interest in huts came 
from my first visit to Mt Feathertop while I was still at 
school, my first hut was the old Bungalow Spur hut while 
it was still standing then Federation hut and the 
magnificent MUMC Hut. My favourite must be the old 
Federation hut, it was a sad day when I was shown an 
aerial photo after the 2003 fires.  

Photo: Federation Hut 1985 Mark Polglase (VHCHA 
Facebook Page) 

Secretary, Tim Davies’ love of all things Alpine began in 
NSW when his parents helped build Karralika Lodge at 
Perisher in the mid-60s. “After a working bee I decided 
that it would be a good idea for my sister & I to walk 
from the car park at Guthega Dam to Mt. Jagungal via 
Mawsons Hut. I am not sure why.  Along the way we 
passed Whites River Hut and the famous Schlink Pass 
Hilton. With a basic and unreliable map we never made 
it to Mawsons Hut, so after rock hopping down Valentine 
creek we spent a freezing cold night in a cheap tent near 
Valentine Hut.  Instead of taking the main road back to 
the Dam I suggested that we go along Aquaduct Track 
down Disappointment Ridge for a different way down. 
Near an Unnamed SMA hut was the largest copperhead 
that I had come across. It extended over the whole width 
of the fire trail. When I rolled a rock over it to encourage 
it to move it took umbrage at this and raised itself a foot 
or so off the ground and came towards us with what I 
perceived (and my sister) apparent menace.“  Tim’s sister 
hasn’t bushwalked with him since!  

Photo Mawsons Hut : Gerard White (VHCHA Facebook 
Page) 

Shez Tedford HMO…   The original No3 refuge hut. 
(1994) It was built further down the No 3 mountain than 
where the new one is now. We were shown around by 
good friends. It was one of the first huts I ever visited and 
so began my love and interest in the high country huts. 

Photo: Shez Tedford 
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Looking up at snowgums through exposed roof battens 

willing helpers five metres above the ground was another 
aspect of a job already challenging enough.  

The windows were a task of their own. There are quite a 
few windows in the building and many of them were in 
dire condition. Broken glass, perspex patches and rotten 
frames were common enough and as with the roof the 
repairs could not be done in a half-hearted manner.  

Window frames before much needed TLC 

The Victorian High Country Huts Association really showed 
its own depth and commitment here. An appeal for 
assistance during the lead up to our visit was very 
positively considered. The VHCHA committee had no 
hesitation in funding the purchase of the custom built 
timber sashes and 6 mm laminated glass required to do the 
job well. This investment of more than $2,000 was very 

Cope Hut - The Final Chapter 
Over the last twelve months we have all appreciated reading 
about the progressive work parties that Lachie Gales has led 
on the iconic Cope Hut. Please enjoy reading Lachie’s report 
on the finishing touches which proved to be a bigger task than 
initially envisioned…  

Any builder will tell you that finishing a job often the hardest.  
You need to focus on the little tasks that need attention, the 
details to follow through that others may have missed, the 
quest to make sure every issue is resolved, every standard you 
impose on yourself is met. Hut building throws up the same 
challenges but with different circumstances. Remote 
locations, limited resources and compressed time frames all 
need to be planned for and contended with by those that dare 
venture above the snowline to rebuild and maintain our 
heritage buildings. 

Coming up to our last Cope Hut Work party, we were able to 
work through the excellent action plan drawn up by Parks 
Victoria's Chris Smith. Reflecting on our progress so far we 
had every reason to be satisfied with our efforts. Over two 
extended weekends we had accomplished an extraordinary 
amount, even by our own high standards. Surely this last trip 
would be easier on us all with much of the heavy work done. 
So far we had removed floors, created sub surface drainage, 
replaced posts, rebuilt failing walls, created new doors from 
floorboards, all while following our credo of "as much as 
necessary, as little as possible'. What would be left must only 
be the finishing details.  

But while there weren't many tasks remaining in our action 
plan, a quiet visit to the hut with the plan in hand showed 
what was left to do would still bring us serious challenges. 

The ceiling of the hut had been lined with sisalation foil in an 
effort to cover up torn malthoid sarking. This bituminous 
fabric had been placed over the roof battens by the original 
builders and had suffered from tears and punctures over its 90 
years of service. Thus the patching with the reflective silver 
sisalation. How effective that was in preventing condensation 
was questionable and it's shiny surface was certainly 
confronting from a heritage perspective. The P.V. guide 
flagged its removal but without detail of what that entailed. 
Probably because there was only one answer to restoring the 
ceiling and that meant removing the entire roof. Straight away 
our final Cope Hut work party was no longer about finishing 
little details. 

Pat O'Donohue led the way here, taking responsibility for a 
massive task in the time available. Assisted by Paul and David 
Schirmer, Simon Buckpitt, Brian Porrett, Merlyn Van Eeken 
and Louis Grech, Pat had to build a heavy duty kwikstage 
scaffold to three sides of the building, a task that in itself was 
labour intensive and required a fair degree of resourcefulness.  

The team set about stripping off the main roof sheets, 
removing the old malthoid, sisalation and chicken wire. Roof 
battens made from hand split timber were renovated and 
refixed in places, new malthoid run over the roof frame, a 
concealed roof membrane and blanket insulation applied 
before refitting the roof sheets & flashings and screwing it all 
down. The chimney flashings were rejuvenated with some 
concealed alloy sheet to help keep the water out. The risks 
involved here were high, a shower of rain could do damage 
to a structure kept dry for 90 years, coordinating lots of  
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externally had lost a lot of its original mortar and attempts 
previously done to patch it were fairly crude and 
ineffectual. Again the depth of skills in our team shone 
through. Jim Crebbin, our master mason, responsible for 
the stone work at Ropers and Westons Huts as well as the 
iconic Cleve Cole Hut, didn't flinch when given the task. 
With Jim's practised hand supported by Paul McCallum’s 
mortar pump technology, the gaps and cracks between the 
rocks were soon filled with lime rich, cement stabilised 
mortar. This really daunting task would have beaten lesser 
men. Paul and Jim did a great job ensuring the decay of the 
stonework was not only halted, the external of the chimney 
was rejuvenated. 

Jim and Paul working on the external chimney repair  

We did get around to the little jobs as well. Ian Minns and 
Rob Parsons strengthened the west loft frame, tidied 
window flashings out of place, fitted timber to improve 
wind seals and much more. Stephen Church and Pat 
O'Donohue tidied up wall claddings that we thought we 
could improve on. Emily Keppel did great work with the 
paint brush, ensuring the longevity of our windows old and 
new. Mike Glenister and Graham Gales worked hard to be 
wherever they were needed, keeping the momentum going 
on a number of tasks. Sharyn Chambers painted the rear 
storeroom door we had previously built, in keeping with 
the P. V. report direction. The Grechs replaced the second 
entry post and the roofing crew found time to rebuild that 
roof, removing broken corrugated iron that had led to rot 
and decay. And amongst all this activity Allen and Janet 
Skilton took time to visit, as did Ranger Kev Cosgriff, to fly 
the PV flag of encouragement and appreciation. 

All this frenzy of activity was again supported by our 
Master Chef Rob Humphrey and his logistics team of Meg 
Haas and David "Mad Dan" Schirmer. Parks Victoria again 
provided The Bogong Rover Chalet as our base and Rob 
and the crew made sure the hospitality was warm, the food 
nourishing, the coffee plentiful and the drinks cold. Rover 
Chalet has been our base many times now and each night 
spent there is special. This trip was especially poignant as 
it's likely our last stay there for the foreseeable future. On 
Saturday night we took the chance to present Rob a token 
of our appreciation for his indefatigable efforts to keep us 
working over many trips to many huts. He is now a very 
proud owner of an antique hatchet, something we hope 
brings a reminder of our respect for his part in our work on 
the High Plains. 

meaningful to us as a sign of real appreciation and support 
of our work on the High Plains.  

Trevor Turnbull, our resident glazier put Emily Keppel, Tom 
Church and Thomas Gales to work here, cleaning out 
glazing bars and replacing linseed putty. By weekends 
close, the snow gums were reflecting back from the 
laminated glass beautifully.  

We'd been directed to paint the timber sashes and I'll 
admit to being a little nervous about introducing colour 
amongst the weathered timber and galvanised Iron. That 
feeling evaporated quickly with the finished result making 
the hut look more cared for than it has in decades. 

Emily Keppel working on one of the new windows 

The structural work to the western wall was also not as 
complete as we first thought. Our enthusiasm for what we 
achieved last visit left us blind to a corner post in the rear 
storeroom that needed replacing. The window frame in that 
section of wall was also seriously decayed. We would 
again have to strip the wall cladding, demolish what was 
there and build something new that looked old. That 
started with Ray Glendenning and Andy McGregor 
searching for build timber amongst the fire killed snowgum 
along the Langford East aqueduct. Stephen Church and 
Thomas Gales took on the deconstruction and 
reconstruction of the wall frame, carefully connecting into 
the adjoining walls. Mark and Liz Grech created delicate 
joinery in the bush, fashioning a window frame, jointed 
together as the original was, from recycled and aged 
Oregon. The end result was outstanding, a robust wall now 
stands complete with its new window sash, all done to 
match the original design. All parts of the team working 
individually to a common purpose delivered a great result. 

One of the jobs we knew we had walked past previously 
was the repointing of the Chimney. The stonework 
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In the end there are still a couple of little tasks left to do at 
Cope. But if I took you there today you'd be hard pressed 
to pick them.  Over three extended weekends we managed 
to achieve an astonishing amount of work including some 
major structural reconstruction to floor and frame. We did 
it all with the Burra Charter principles in mind and have 
returned the hut to a well worn version of the original. The 
removal of the foil exposed a ceiling frame that any 
carpenter would be proud of and now every visitor can see 
that. The drainage of the sub floor will mitigate the risk of 
collapse from below and the structural wall work will keep 
the building safe from the blizzard winds. The new 
windows will keep everyone warmer, drier and able to see 
the alpine splendour that waits outside. 

Lachie and Graham Gales 

Cope Hut was special from the outset. The first 
accommodation on the Plains for people who were there 
only for the beauty of it all. Its construction marked a 
change in how Victorians valued the High Country. No 
longer just for cattle runs and trade routes across the Alps, 
the High Plains had become a place to connect with 
nature in it's purest forms, full of wild wonder and 
everlasting awe.  

The large team who all contributed to the final work party 

For our part I think we're all feeling privileged to have had 
the chance to contribute to the restoration of such an 
iconic part of our built heritage in the mountain country. 

Celebrating 10 Years Together 
What do these eight huts have in common? 

Roper’s Hut  Weston’s Hut 

Wallace’s Hut  Edmondson’s Hut 

Young’s Hut  JB Hut 

McNamara’s Hut Cope Hut 

Over the last ten years these eight huts have been either 
restored or rebuilt by a team of skilled heritage hut 
builders led by Lachie Gales. 2008 was the start of this 
beautiful relationship between Lachie’s group and the 
Victorian High Country Huts Association with the rebuild 
of Ropers Hut. Now in 2018 at the Cope Hut restoration, 
this group has just celebrated its 10th year working 
together with us on these beautiful high country icons. 

The evening of slide shows on each of the huts worked 
on over the years involved lots of laughs and reminiscing, 
only to be topped off with a delicious cake to celebrate 
the milestone. A huge thank you goes out to everyone 
who has taken part in this group of enthusiastic 

volunteers. 

L > R: Jim Crebbin, Trevor Turnbull, Lachie Gales, Dave 
Schirmer, Pat O’Donohue 

Words & Photo: Sharon Chambers 

Lachie will be writing a review of his 10 years for the next 
Newsletter - watch for it. Editor

For many of us, Cope Hut had been a fond part of our 
own history, a refuge from storm and snow, a happy 
place of shared experience and quiet comfort.  

Now we have all become part of the history of Cope Hut 
itself, something I'm sure we're all proud of. 

Report: Lachie Gales 

Photos: Sharyn Chambers 



                                                             E    C   H    O             F   R    O    M              T    H    E             M    O    U     N     T    A    I     N     S                                                                                 

      Echo from the Mountains     June 2018                                                                                                                                                                       Page      !7

We Need Photos For  

Our 2019 Calendar 
The	VHCHA	is	looking	for	beau5ful	hut	images	for	next	
year’s	calendar.	

This	year’s	theme	is	“HUTS	WE’VE	WORKED	ON”.	

If	your	photo	is	selected,	it	will	be	published	in	a	sellout	
calendar	that	gets	distributed	Australia	wide	,	and	even	
interna5onally.	But	more	importantly	,	you	will	be	
helping	us	preserve	our	precious	huts	through	funds	
raised	by	calendar	sales.		

We’d	also	love	to	see	-	and	possibly	use	-	shots	of	work	
in	progress.	Whether	it	be	a	happy	worksite,	building	
skeletons,	logs	being	brought	inky	donkey,	we	want	to	
show	off	what	we’ve	been	up	to.	

PHOTO PRIZES 
The	photographer	who	submits	the	photo	selected	for	
the	front	cover	of	the	VHCHA	Calendar	will	receive	2	
free	copies	of	the	calendar.	Twelve	other	“hero”	photos	
will	be	selected,	one	for	each	month,	and	the	
photographer	of	these	will	receive	one	free	copy	of	the	
calendar.		

CONDITIONS 
• Entry	is	open	to	VHCHA	members	or	members	of	

affiliated	organisa5ons	
• You	may	submit	as	many	photos	as	you	like	
• The	VHCHA	CommiUee	has	exclusive	selec5on	rights	

for	photos	to	include	in	the	calendar	

THE COPYRIGHT SMALL PRINT 
• All	photographs	must	have	been	taken	by	the	

photographer	taking	them	
• All	photographers	must	fully	own	the	copyright	of	

their	photographs	in	perpetuity	
• Photographers	submiWng	photographs	agree	to	

gran5ng	the	Victorian	High	Country	Huts	Associa5on	
(VHCHA)	the	right	to	publish	them	in	the	VHCHA	
Calendar,	the	VHCHA	NewsleUer	and	on	the	VHCHA	
website.	They	also	grant	the	VHCHA	the	right	to	
display	the	photographs	at	public	exhibi5ons,	such	
as	Four	Wheel	Drive	Shows,	Heritage	Workshops	or	
in	any	way	that	the	VHCHA	sees	fit.		

• The	VHCHA	agrees	that	the	copyright	ownership	is	
retained	by	the	photographer.		

• The	VHCHA	agrees	that	their	right	to	use	submiUed	
photographs	are	strictly	non-exclusive	and	that	the	
photographer	has	the	right	to	con5nue	to	market	
the	photograph	as	they	chose.		

• By	submiWng	photographs,	photographers	
acknowledge	that	they	agree	with	these	condi5ons.	
		

Your Donations Hard at Work 
Donations from individuals and organisations make an 
enormous difference to our ability to work on huts. We are 
masters at recycling however there are always some 
materials that need to be procured and all donations go 
directly towards hut projects. 

We gratefully acknowledge the following for their support: 

David Cain 

Peter McMahon 

Welcome New Members 
It is always a joy to welcome new members to our 
Association.  We hope you enjoy your involvement in 
whichever form that may take, from getting down and dirty 
on a work party, or reading our newsletters and knowing 
that your membership fee goes towards preserving a part of 
our Alpine Heritage.   A hearty welcome to: 

Ron Carter  David Cain 

Scott Round  Paul Moldrich 

Chris Holmes   Bill Copley 

Peter Beech  Tom Green 

Alf Sinfield  Greg Bell 

Russell Daniel  Richard Briggs 

Peter McMahon 

Toyota Landcruiser Club of Australia (Victoria) 

HOW TO SUBMIT PHOTOS 
Please	email	your	photos	to		
calendar@hutsvictoria.org.au	including	your	name	
and	contact	number.	Published	photos	should	be	at	
least	1200	x	800	pixels.	

OTHER ENQUIRIES 
Please	contact	Stephen	Renfree	at	
vp@hutsvictoria.org.au	or	the	President	at	
president@hutsvictoria.org.au		

HURRY!! SUBMISSIONS HAVE BEEN 
EXTENDED TO 15th JULY  2018

    200 HUTS  
    200 ADVENTURES

Thank You!

mailto:calendar@hutsvictoria.org.au
mailto:vp@hutsvictoria.org.au
mailto:president@hutsvictoria.org.au
mailto:calendar@hutsvictoria.org.au
mailto:vp@hutsvictoria.org.au
mailto:president@hutsvictoria.org.au
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Huts Maintenance Coordinator 

hmc@hutsvictoria.org.au

Area Huts Maintenance Officer

1 East Gippsland hmo1@hutsvictoria.com

2 Dargo hmo2@hutsvictoria.org.au

3 Licola hmo3@hutsvictoria.org.au

4 Baw Baw hmo4@hutsvictoria.org.au

5 Marysville hmo5@hutsvictoria.org.au

6 Buller hmo6@hutsvictoria.org.au

7 Howqua hmo7@hutsvictoria.org.au 

8 Barry Mountains hmo8@hutsvictoria.org.au

9 Hotham hmo9@hutsvictoria.org.au

10 Bogong hmo10@hutsvictoria.org.au

11 Dartmouth hmo11@hutsvictoria.org.au

12 Davies Plain hmo12@hutsvictoria.org.au

Area names are general geographic names only and do 
not reflect the extent or number of huts in each area. 

    

Existing Hut Maintenance Areas  remain unchanged, 
however your committee has reviewed and re-defined 

all areas so that there is now a more even distribution of 
huts within each area. 

Changes to areas have been minor, however it may take 
some time for our hut maintenance officers to become 
familiar with changes. During the next few months we 

ask that all enquiries be directed firstly to our Hut 
Maintenance Coordinator at hmc@hutsvictoria.org.au, 

Wayne will respond or redirect enquiries  to the 
appropriate area on your behalf.  

Contacting us 
Visit our WEB site : WWW.hutsvictoria.org.au 

Post: PO Box 784 Mansfield 3724 

Secretary: Tim Davies 

Email: secretary@hutsvictoria.org.au 

President: Allen Skilton 

Email president@hutsvictoria.org.au 

Phone 0428 681 816 

Vice President: Stephen Renfree 

Email: vp@hutsvictoria.org.au 

Treasurer: Andrew Higgs 

Email: treasurer@hutsvicrtoria.org.au 

Membership Secretary Janet Skilton 

Email: membership@hutsvictoria.org.au 

Hut Maintenance Coordinator: TBA 

Email: HMC@hutsvictoria.org.au  

Newsletter Editor: Sue Paterson. 

Phone:0412 820 120 

Email editor@hutsvictoria.org.au 

Newsletter Contributions: 

Please send stories preferably by email as a ”Word 
document” (doc or docx). When sending photographs 
please don't include them in the text document but 
attached them as a separate .jpg or .pdf file, to        

editor@hutsvictoria.org.au. 

HMO Contact List
FACEBOOK FOLLOWING

If you’re on Facebook and not yet 
following us, you’re missing out! 

Or page is currently being enjoyed 
by over 40,000 people!

We have recently been running a 
fun engagement. “How many have 
you visited? Huts beginning with 

the letter… “
The albums continue to fill with 
photos old and new, contributed 

from far and wide. 
  https://www.facebook.com/

hutsvic
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mailto:president@hutsvictoria.org.au
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